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Guidelines to authors

Swainsona, formerly the Journal of the Adelaide Botanic Gardens, is an 
open-access, peer-reviewed journal published by the State Herbarium of 
South Australia on behalf of the Board of the Botanic Gardens and State 
Herbarium (Adelaide, South Australia). The journal is available online at 
flora.sa.gov.au/swainsona and through JSTOR.

Editorial Committee: Robyn Barker, Ed Biffin, Tony Kanellos, Jürgen 
Kellermann (Editor), Lucy Sutherland & Michelle Waycott.

Scope

Swainsona accepts papers in the following categories:
• plant systematics, taxonomy and nomenclature of vascular plants, 

bryophytes, fungi, lichens and algae
• evolution and biogeography
• descriptive plant morphology and anatomy
• plant biology, genetics, and ecology
• obituaries, biography and history
• bibliographic studies, book reviews
• botanical illustrations.

Focus of the journal is on taxa from the Australasian region, but manuscripts 
from other regions of the world may be considered.

Descriptions of single taxa are accepted, as well as revisions and full length 
papers. There is no page limit, but authors should inform the Editor if 
they intend to submit larger manuscripts. Larger manuscripts may also 
be submitted for the Swainsona Supplement series or be published in a 
separate volume of the journal. All sub mitted papers are refereed by two 
referees.

Submission

Papers will be considered only on assurance that they are not being 
considered by another publication and will not be withdrawn without 
consent of the Editorial Committee. 

Manuscripts should be submitted to the Editor electronically as a Word 
document (.doc, .docx) or in Rich Text Format (.rtf ). Consult the Editor 
where uncertain on style. The Editorial Committee may return a submitted 
manuscript to bring it to standard.

Address for submissions:
Dr Jürgen Kellermann
Editor, Swainsona
Botanic Gardens and State Herbarium
Hackney Road, Adelaide, S.A. 5000, Australia
E-mail: juergen.kellermann@sa.gov.au

Style

Authors should follow the format in the most recent volume, Vol. 31, 
noting title, authorship, abstract, heading, references, in-text publication 
re ferencing, etc. Detailled Guidelines will be available on the journal’s 
website.

Italicise in the text the following: scientific names, the short-hand de-
signation of a herbarium collection (see below), journal and book titles in 
text, references and abbreviations, such as et al., auct. non, nom inval. Do 
not italicise in text and References standard abbreviations of Latin origin, 
such as: c., e.g., etc. Format in synonymy differs (see below).

Keys. Indented keys are preferred to bracketed keys.

Synonymy. Full lists of synonyms and invalid names, with references to 
application in significant historical publications, are encouraged. It is 
recommended that:

• nomenclatural (homotypic) synonyms be placed chronologically in same 
paragraph, synonyms separated by a period and em-dash; taxonomic 
(heterotypic) synonyms, then mis applications and invalid names, follow 
in separate paragraphs

• type details be dealt with at the end of each paragraph grouping 
nomenclatural synonyms, or in a separate section titled Typification.

• authorities be abbreviated according to Brummit & Powell’s (1992) 
Authors of Plant Names, and its updates in the International Plant 
Names Index (www.ipni.org)

• references italicised and have consistent abbreviations of book and 
journal titles. Books titles are to be abbreviated following Stafleu et 
al. (1976–), TL-2 and TL-2 Suppl. Journal titles are to follow Bridson 
& Smith (1991), B-P-H/S; abbreviations are available online through 
IPNI; citation of volume, date and pagination have to be consistent, 
and either in the form “Benth., Fl. Austral. 4: 111 (1868)” or “Benth., 
Fl. Austral. 4 (1868) 111”. 

Citation of specimens. In general text use the abbreviated method 
(collector name and unique collection number, italicised, e.g. J.Smith 
1234) or, where lacking a number, collector name and the date and/or 
herbarium sheet identifier, italicised (e.g. J.Smith AD23456). Full citation 
of specimens should follow the treatment of each taxon, with a selection 
of 10–30 specimens, grouped by country, state and region, ordered either 
alphabetically by collector and number or north to south, west to east by 
locality.

Voucher specimens need to be lodged in recognised herbaria. Gene 
sequences must have a GenBank accession number and specimen voucher 
number.

Phrase names. A new phrase name will only be agreed if publication of a 
formal Latin name is not practical, if no alternative exists, and if there are 
strong (e.g. conservation) reasons for establishing one. The format should 
follow that set by Australian herbaria: B. Barker, Austral. Syst. Bot. Soc. 
Nsltr 122: 12–13 (2005).

References. See most recent volume for reference style. Cite Web-pages 
and Databases in text in abbreviated form with date, as with bibliographic 
References; in References, cite Web-pages in the form: Author or 
Organisation (Date). Title. Web-address [accessed: date]; cite Databases 
in form requested by the owner, or by: Abridged name (Date). Title. 
Institution. Web-address [accessed: date].

Publication & copyright

Following the reviewing and editing process, new articles are published 
online as soon as possible. The online publication date is indicated on 
the first page of each article and is considered the valid publication date 
according to the International Code of Nomenclature. Hardcopy, collating 
all articles published during a calendar year, is printed at the start of the 
following year. The printed journal is distributed to exchange partners and 
is available for sale (contact the Editor for more information).

Publication in Swainsona is conditional on licence being given to publish 
both in a printed journal, electronically on the internet, or in other form 
approved by the Crown through the cited copyright holder: Board of the 
Botanic Gardens and State Herbarium (Adelaide, South Australia).
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